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YURLU | COUNTRY  
NAIDOC Week Lesson 

 

YURLU | COUNTRY is a powerful story about Country and an Aboriginal 
elder’s final year as he strives to preserve his culture and heal his 
homeland, scarred by the largest contaminated site in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 
 

 

LESSON FOCUS 

This lesson introduces students to YURLU | COUNTRY during NAIDOC 
Week, focusing on stories about Country, Elders, truth-telling, and keeping 
culture strong on Banjima lands. Students examine how Maitland Parker’s 
words and actions honour deep responsibilities to Yurlu (Country) while 
confronting the impacts of mining and contamination at Wittenoom. 

The lesson aligns with NAIDOC Week’s purpose, celebrating Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander histories, cultures, knowledge systems, and 
leadership. 
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CURRICULUM (Years 7-10) 

Year 7 Australian Curriculum  

 
Subject Curriculum 
HASS: Civics & Citizenship  
ACHCK051: How laws protect the rights of individuals 
and outline the responsibilities of citizens.  
 
HASS: Geography  
ACHGK037: The causes, impacts and responses to an 
environmental change in an environment in Australia.  
 
General Capabilities 
Personal and Social Capability  
Self-awareness; Self-management; Social awareness; 
Social management. 

  
Intercultural Understanding 
Recognising culture and developing respect; 
Interacting and empathising with others.  
 
Ethical Understanding 
Reasoning in decision making; Exploring values, rights 
and responsibilities.  
 
Critical and Creative Thinking 
Inquiring – identifying, exploring; Generating ideas; 
Reflecting, analysing, evaluating.  
 
Cross-Curriculum Priorities 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures 
Country/Place; Culture; People.  

 
Sustainability 
Systems; World Views; Futures. 

Year 8 Australian Curriculum   
 

Subject Curriculum  
HASS: Civics & Citizenship 
ACHCK051: How laws protect the rights of individuals 
and outline the responsibilities of citizens. 

HASS: Geography 
ACHGK051: The aesthetic, cultural and spiritual value 
of landscapes and landforms for people, including 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. 

The Arts: Visual Arts 
ACAVAM122: Develop representations to 
communicate ideas to an audience. 

General Capabilities 
Intercultural Understanding 
Recognising culture and developing respect; 
Interacting and empathising with others.  

Ethical Understanding 
Reasoning in decision making; Exploring values, rights 
and responsibilities. 
 
Critical and Creative Thinking 
Inquiring – identifying, exploring; Generating ideas; 
Reflecting, analysing, evaluating. 
 
Cross-Curriculum Priorities 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures 
Country/Place; Culture; People.  
 
Sustainability 
Systems; World Views; Futures. 
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Year 9 Australian Curriculum  
 
Subject Curriculum 
HASS: Civics & Citizenship 
ACHCK076: How Australia’s international legal 
obligations influence law and government policies, 
particularly in relation to human rights. 
ACHCK075: How citizens participate in providing 
justice through their political and legal systems. 
ACHCK051: How laws protect the rights of individuals 
and outline the responsibilities of citizens. 
 
HASS: Geography  
ACHGK063: The effects of human alteration of biomes 
on the productivity of food and fibre, and the 
environmental impact of these alterations. 
 
Health and Physical Education 
ACPPS098: Evaluate factors that shape identities and 
critically analyse how individuals impact the identities 
of others. 
 
General Capabilities 
Critical and Creative Thinking 
Generating ideas, possibilities and actions.  
 
Ethical Understanding 
Reasoning in decision making; Exploring values, rights 
and responsibilities.  
 
Personal and Social Capability 
Self-awareness; Self-management; Social awareness; 
Social management.  
 
Intercultural Understanding 
Recognising culture and developing respect; 
Interacting and empathising with others. 
  
Cross-Curriculum Priorities 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures 
Country/Place; Culture; People.  
Sustainability 
Systems; World Views; Futures. 

Year 10 Australian Curriculum   

Subject Curriculum  
HASS Civics and Citizenship 
ACHCK092: The values and practices that support 
Australia’s democratic system of government. 
ACHCK093: The role of the Australian Constitution in 
providing the framework for Australia’s democracy and 
legal system. 
ACHCK094: How Australia’s international legal 
obligations influence law and government policies. 

HASS Geography 
ACHGK070: Human-induced environmental changes 
that challenge sustainability. 
ACHGK071: The environmental worldviews of people 
and their implications for environmental management. 

Health and Physical Education 
ACPPS097: Evaluate factors that influence personal 
and community health, safety and wellbeing. 

Technologies Digital 
ACTDIP042: Plan and manage projects that create and 
communicate ideas and information collaboratively, 
considering sustainability and ethics. 

General Capabilities 
Critical and Creative Thinking Inquiring: identifying, 
exploring; Generating ideas, possibilities and actions; 
Reflecting, analysing, evaluating. 
 
Ethical Understanding 
Reasoning in decision making; Exploring values, rights 
and responsibilities. 
 
Personal and Social Capability 
Self-awareness; Self-management; Social awareness; 
Social management. 
 
Intercultural Understanding 
Recognising culture and developing respect; 
Interacting and empathising with others. 

Cross-Curriculum Priorities 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures 
Country/Place; Culture; People. 
 
Sustainability 
Systems; World Views; Futures. 
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TEACHER PREPARATION 
Before the lesson: 

• Engage with Teacher Background Information. 
• Engage with the NAIDOC website 
• For emotional and cultural safety, re-establish class norms, such as listening, 

no interruptions, no jokes about suffering or Country, and reminding students 
that they can take a break if needed 

• Check school’s local Aboriginal community protocols and Reconciliation Action 
Plan 

 

LEARNING INTENTIONS AND SUCCESS CRITERIA 
Students will: 

• Engage with YURLU | COUNTRY as a cultural, historical, and artistic text. 

• Identify how the film communicates responsibilities to Country and Eldership. 
• Explore NAIDOC Week themes through guided viewing and discussion. 
• Reflect thoughtfully on Aboriginal leadership, truth-telling, and legacy. 

Students can: 

• Describe key ideas Maitland Parker shares about Country and responsibility. 

• Identify NAIDOC themes present in the selected clips. 
• Respond to the film through reflection, writing, or discussion. 
• Make respectful connections between the film and the significance of NAIDOC 

Week. 
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THE MAKING OF YURLU | COUNTRY 

YURLU | COUNTRY is a powerful story about Country and an Aboriginal 
elder’s final year as he strives to preserve his culture and heal his 
homeland, scarred by the largest contaminated site in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 
 
Banjima Elder, Maitland Parker, calls his Yurlu (homelands) “Poison 
Country”, a haunting, toxic truth etched into his body. Set against the 
breathtaking yet contaminated landscapes of Western Australia’s Pilbara 
region, YURLU | COUNTRY tells the devastating impact of the Wittenoom 
asbestos mines, where millions of tonnes of waste laced with deadly 
asbestos fibres have poisoned both land and people.  
 
As Maitland battles mesothelioma, an aggressive cancer caused by 
asbestos exposure, his commitment to fight for his homeland and future 
generations only strengthens. Through striking cinematography and deeply 
personal storytelling, the film stands as a testament to the resilience of 
Banjima and their unbreakable bond with Country. Maitland and his 
family’s fight for justice, cultural survival, and environmental restoration 
will inspire, enrage, and motivate others to take action. 
 
This is Maitland’s legacy. YURLU | COUNTRY honours and immortalises it. 
 

www.yurlucountry.com 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yurlucountry.com/
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NAIDOC WEEK LESSON 

Slide 1 
Title and introduction. 

 

Slide 2 
Acknowledgment of Country  

Slide 3 
Introduce NAIDOC Week to the class.  
Introduce the purpose of NAIDOC Week using key ideas from naidoc.org.au: 

• Celebrates First Nations histories, cultures, knowledge, and survival. 
• Recognises Elders and leaders who care for Country and community. 
• Invites all Australians to learn, listen, and act. 

Introduce students to the NAIDOC Week theme of the year in which you are delivering 
this lesson. 

Through Maitland's story, we can explore many of the themes celebrated during 
NAIDOC Week, including leadership, truth-telling, connection to Country, and the 
passing of knowledge from one generation to the next. 

Explicit Teacher Script: “Today we honour NAIDOC Week by engaging with the film 
YURLU | COUNTRY. The film tells the story of Maitland Parker, a Banjima Elder whose 
leadership and legacy reflect deep responsibilities to Country, culture, and 
community.” 

Slide 4 
Warm Up Routine: Ask students, “When you think of NAIDOC Week, what is one word 
or image that comes to mind?”. Invite students to record a word or sketch a symbol. 
Share a few with the class. Connect responses to:  

• Country 
• Culture 
• Elders 
• Legacy 
• Truth-telling 
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Slide 5 
Who are the Banjima People? The Banjima people are the Traditional Owners of a large 
area of land located in the central Pilbara region of WA which includes the former town 
of Wittenoom. For thousands of years, Banjima people have maintained cultural 
responsibilities to care for Country, language, heritage and future generations. 

 
Slide 6 
Inform students that they are about to watch three excerpts from the film. Display the 
guiding questions for students to refer to during viewing. 
 
Guiding Questions:   

• What does this reveal about Banjima relationships to Country? 
• What responsibilities does Maitland describe? 
• How are NAIDOC themes reflected in these clips? 

Slide 7, 8 and 9 
Show the three excerpts from the film focused on:  

1. Maitland Parker’s relationship with Yurlu, as he remembers childhood visits to a 
waterhole.  

2. Harm to Country  
3. The vulnerability of Country 

 

Slide 6 (repeat) 
Class Discussion: Return to the guiding questions to spark discussion. 

 

Slide 10 
Invite students to select one line from the clips that felt powerful to them. 

1. Why this line stood out to me 
2. What this line teaches about Banjima responsibility to Country 
3. How this connects to NAIDOC themes 

Students can share with the class or with a partner. 
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Slide 11 

Class Discussion: Choose one or two prompts to spark class discussion.  

• What role does Maitland play in caring for Country and sharing knowledge? 

• What responsibilities does Maitland have as an Elder? 

• Why do people look to Elders for guidance and knowledge? 

• What does Maitland want future generations to learn from him? 

Records the key ideas on the board or on a chart.  

 

Slide 12 
Reflection: Invite students to complete one or more stems:  

• Before I go, one thing I learned about Country is… 
• Before I go, one NAIDOC theme I noticed today is… 
• Before I go, one question I still have is… 
• Before I go, one idea from Maitland that will stay with me is... 
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