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YURLU | COUNTRY Host A Screening Suggested Copy 

Thank you hosting a screening of YURLU | COUNTRY. We sincerely appreciate it. Please feel free to use 
the below suggested copy when sharing your event with your networks. It is intended to be a guide, so 
personalise it or use your own words if you prefer.  

TAGS & FOLLOWS  

YURLU | COUNTRY Channels #CleanUpWittenoom Channels 

Facebook - illuminatefilmsau 
Instagram - @illuminate__films @yaaraboumelhem 
LinkedIn - @illuminate-films @yaaraboumelhem 
Bluesky - @illuminatefilms.bsky.social 
Youtube - @Illuminate-Films 
#YurluCountry 

Facebook - @cleanupwittenoom 
Instagram - @cleanupwittenoom 
Linkedin -  Banjima Native Title Aboriginal 
Corporation RNTBC (BNTAC) 
 
#CleanUpWittenoom 

 
SHORT COPY 

We are hosting a screening of YURLU | COUNTRY! Winner of the 2025 Walkley Documentary award, the 
film is about Banjima Elder Maitland Parker’s fight to heal his Country, poisoned by Australia’s own 
Chernobyl, the largest contaminated site in the Southern Hemisphere.  
 
Date: X 
Time: X  
Location: X 
[option A] Get your tickets here: X [option B] RSVP here: X 
 
[optional] Following the film, a short Q&A panel session will be hosted by [insert] and include panellist's 
[insert].  
 
[for public ticketed screenings] We expect this event to sell out so please purchase your tickets here 
(insert link) as soon as you can. 
OR 
[for private screenings] Seating is limited so please RSVP as soon as you can. 
 
#YurluCountry #CleanUpWittenoom  
 

MID-LENGTH COPY 

We are hosting a screening of award-winning YURLU | COUNTRY. Do not miss this powerful film, directed 
by Walkley Award-winning filmmaker Yaara Bou Melhem and co-created with Banjima Elder Maitland 
Parker. This deeply moving film follows his final year as he fights to heal his ancestral lands, scarred by 
the largest contaminated site in the Southern Hemisphere – Australia’s own Chernobyl. 

Set against the breathtaking yet contaminated landscapes of Western Australia’s Pilbara region, YURLU | 
COUNTRY lays bare the devastating impact of the Wittenoom asbestos mines, where millions of tonnes 
of waste laced with deadly asbestos fibres have poisoned both land and people. This largely unknown 
toxic legacy has been on Banjima lands for more than 60 years and the contamination is spreading. 

After sold out film festival screenings, international accolades and winning the 2025 Walkley 
Documentary award, we are proud to be screening the film at [time] on [date] at [location]. 

[option A] Get your tickets here: X [option B] RSVP here: X 

https://www.facebook.com/illuminatefilmsau
https://www.instagram.com/illuminate__films
https://www.instagram.com/yaaraboumelhem/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/illuminate-films/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yaara-bou-melhem/?originalSubdomain=au
https://bsky.app/profile/illuminatefilms.bsky.social
https://www.youtube.com/@Illuminate-Films
https://www.facebook.com/cleanupwittenoom/
https://www.facebook.com/cleanupwittenoom/
https://www.instagram.com/cleanupwittenoom/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/banjima-native-title-aboriginal-corporation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/banjima-native-title-aboriginal-corporation/
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We hope you’ll join us.  
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SUGGESTED NEWSLETTER / INVITATION COPY: 

[YOUR ORGANISATION], invites you to a screening of the award-winning and critically acclaimed new 
Australian film, YURLU | COUNTRY. 
  
The film will screen at [time] on [date] at [location]. 
  
Directed by Walkley Award-winning filmmaker Yaara Bou Melhem and co-created with Banjima Elder 
Maitland Parker, YURLU | COUNTRY tells the powerful story of Maitland’s fight to heal his ancestral lands 
in Wittenoom, in the Pilbara - the largest contaminated site in the Southern Hemisphere.  
 
For eighty years, blue asbestos mining and its waste have poisoned Banjima Country and its people. 
Every Banjima family has been touched by this tragedy, with Aboriginal communities in Western Australia 
suffering the highest mesothelioma death rates in the world. 
  
After sold out film festival screenings, international accolades and winning the 2025 Walkley 
Documentary award, we are proud to be screening the film at [time] on [date] at [location]. 

This deeply moving film is more than a documentary, it’s a call to action. Banjima traditional owners are 
fighting for the clean-up of their country, and for the health of their families and community.  
  
You can watch the trailer here. 
  
Event Details:  
Date: X 
Time: X  
Location: X 
[option A] Get your tickets here: X [option B] RSVP here: X 
[optional] Following the film, a short Q&A panel session will be hosted by [insert] and include panellist's 
[insert].  
 
[for public ticketed screenings] We expect this event to sell out so please purchase your tickets here 
(insert link) as soon as you can. 
OR 
[for private screenings] Seating is limited so please RSVP as soon as you can.  
 
We look forward to sharing this important film with you.  
 
[Sign Off] 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-tKf-UYwQ8
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PULL QUOTES 

“One of the most compelling stories in Australia at the moment” - Peter Garrett, Environmentalist, 
Activist, Former Politician and Lead Singer of Midnight Oil 
 
“It’s a really, really powerful film... it’s hitting you so deep and you get so drawn into the emotion of the 
story and the importance and the poignancy” - Peter Garrett, Environmentalist, Activist, Former 
Politician and Lead Singer of Midnight Oil 
 
“Quietly powerful... a truly stirring work” - Jim Schembri, Critic 
 
“Deeply personal and emotionally affecting” - Matthew Eeles, Cinema Australia 
 
“Yaara Bou Melhem’s film is an intimate and unflinching portrait of a man determined to preserve his 
culture and begin the long journey of healing” - Matthew Eeles, Cinema Australia 

“An enlightening film that honours Indigenous heritage”- ScreenHub 

“Panoramic yet intimate” - Sydney Film Festival 
 
“Raw, respectful and unflinching” - Jaelyn Lyas, Lilithia Reviews 
 
“A testament to First Nations resilience... a rousing call to action” - Melbourne International Film 
Festival 

“Yurlu | Country is a powerful and deeply moving story, carrying many layers of truth, grief and unwavering 
strength. The Banjima people are extraordinary in their continued fight to heal their Country. This story 
honours the resilience of our people and the unbroken responsibilities we carry forward to the next 
generations.” - June Oscar AO, Chair of the Wiyi Yani U Thangani First Nations Gender Justice 
Institute 

"Yurlu | Country takes us on an emotional journey of resilience, family and deep connection to country. It 
invites us, as viewers, to stand together in the effort to restore and care for our beautiful land."– Tracy 
Seymour Hoang, Research Associate, National Centre for Asbestos Related Diseases  

 
 
 


