YURLU | COUNTRY Host a Screening - Suggested Media Release

Thank you hosting a screening of YURLU | COUNTRY. We sincerely appreciate it. Please feel free to use
the below suggested media release when sharing your event with your local media. It is intended to be a
guide, so personalise it or use your own words if you prefer.

Date: [DATE]

Title: [HOST ORGANISATION] is hosting a [free] screening of award-winning documentary, Yurlu |
Country, for[NAME OF COMMUNITY] community

[HOST ORGANISATION] is inviting the [NAME OF COMMUNITY] community to attend a screening of Yurlu
Country at [LOCATION] on [DATE] from [TIME].

The screening of the Walkley Documentary Award-winning film follows sold-out film festival screenings
and its cinema release in late 2025.

Yurlu | Country an 82-minute documentary feature from Australian director Yaara Bou Melhem which was
co-created with Banjima Elder Maitland Parker and immerses us in his final year as he strives to preserve
his culture and heal his homeland, scarred by the largest contaminated site in the Southern Hemisphere.

Written and Executive Produced by Maitland Parker, Yurlu | Country delves into the devastating impact of
asbestos mining in Western Australia's Pilbara region.

Parker called his homeland ‘Poison Country’, a name reflecting the toxic legacy of blue ashestos minesin
Wittenoom, WA which closed almost 60 years ago but left behind millions of tonnes of toxic waste laced
with deadly asbestos fibres.

This is Australia’s largely unknown Chernobyl-scale disaster - where a sacrifice zone of 46,840 hectares
on Banjima Country cuts off traditional owners from their Native Title lands.

Set against the breathtaking yet contaminated landscapes of the Pilbara, the film highlights Parker’s
efforts to heal his homeland while grappling with his own battle with mesothelioma, an aggressive cancer
caused by asbestos exposure. From the campfire to his hospital bedside, Yurlu | Country follows
Maitland’s battle for justice and the environment, and his unbreakable bond with Country.

Peter Garrett called it “one of the most compelling stories in Australia at the moment” and Melbourne
International Film Festival referred to it as “a testament to First Nations resilience.”

Following the film, there will be a panel discussion and Q&A with [PANELLISTS NAMES AND TITLES] to
discuss the issues raised in the documentary.

[HOST NAME] says the film is [reason the film is important to your audience].

“[INSERT QUOTE FROM HOST]”


https://www.yurlucountry.com/
https://www.yurlucountry.com/

The Banjima Native Title Aboriginal Corporation is planning litigation for the remediation of Country, led
by Gordon Legal and the original solicitors involved in the industrial diseases precedent-setting
Wittenoom cases of the 1980’s and 1990’s in what they’ve termed ‘unfinished business’.

The feature documentary is produced by Illuminate Films with Yaara Bou Melhem also Writing and
Producing, James Saunders serving as Co-producer, Tom Bannigan ACS as Co-producer &
Cinematographer and Chris Kamen as Executive Producer.

For more information about the [HOST ORGANISATION] screening and to book tickets, visit [EVENT LINK].

CONTACT INFORMATION
[HOST NAME]

[HOST EMAIL]

[HOST PHONE NUMBER]



